
Whitetail Deer Monster Bucks  

Photography Workshop 
November 15 – 19, 2023 

 

At the Famous Tipps Ranch near Three Rivers, Texas 

 

Leaders: John Gerlach, Dixie Calderone, and Butch Ramirez 

 

Tuition: $3000 (single occupancy)  $2600 (double occupancy) 

 
Figure 1 Wildflowers are still blooming in November.  By dropping  kernels of corn here, big bucks soon arrive to photograph. 



 

Photograph massive white-tailed deer bucks during the breeding season.  We are 
friends with Butch Ramirez and photograph birds at his ranch in Laredo, TX.  While the 
bird photography is super fun, Butch’s images of enormous white-tailed deer from Tipps 
Ranch are spectacular!  We have seen buck deer before but nothing like the bucks at 
Tipps Ranch and more than two dozen of his images from the ranch have been front 
covers on various outdoor magazines. 

We led our first big deer workshop at Tipps Ranch in 2022.  It was spectacular!  The 
ranch is loaded with deer and Butch has been working with the ranch owner for 13 
years.  Butch drives us in the ranch truck out to our chosen spot where we put out 
comfortable folding chairs and line them up along the brush line.  Then Butch drives the 
truck out in front of us and drops kernels of corn in the field.  The deer recognize the 
ranch “corn truck” and quickly approach and begin to feed.  In minutes, we routinely 
have several huge buck white-tailed deer feeding right in front of us.  It truly is amazing 

Figure 2 Notice the size of these antlers! 



to see so many giant white-tailed deer bucks at point blank range and then when they 
begin to fight as it is during the rut, the photo opportunities are splendid.  Everyone 
shoots thousands of images in three full days of intensive deer photography with highly 
productive morning and evening sessions.  Often we set up in two or three different 
locations in a morning or evening shoot to use a variety of backgrounds and different 
deer.  The ranch house where you stay is super too.  This is a fabulous photo 
experience!!!! 

 

Check out the Tipps Ranch Facebook Page.  Plenty of images by Butch are posted 
here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tippsranchoutfitters/ 

 

 

You will be thrilled to photograph big bucks fighting at close range. 

 

Butch has been photographing the monster bucks at Tipps Ranch for over 13 years and 
knows both the deer and the ranch owners well.  You will shoot thousands of  images of 
the gigantic buck deer at close range that are specially bred and reared to become 
monster bucks.  Imagine two enormous buck deer sparring right in front of you or 
jumping a fence or lip curling or performing many other mating season behaviors. 

Thoroughly enjoy three intensive full days of photographing big buck deer, both morning 
and evening sessions in the field on Nov. 16, 17, and 18.  Nov. 15 is your arrival day 
and Nov. 19 is the departure day.  By then you will have thousands of deer images to 
review and edit.  It is amazing – a super wildlife experience you will never forget! 

 



What Included in the Trip Fee: 

• Workshop Tuition 

• Unlimited photo instruction from John, Dixie, and Butch 

• All meals and snacks while at the ranch plus the first night welcome dinner at a 
local restaurant 

• Four nights lodging at the ranch 

• Ranch Access Fees 

• Non-alcoholic drinks 

• Transportation on the ranch 

 

Not Included: 

• Transportation to and from the ranch 

• Personal expenses like alcohol 

• Anything else not covered in what is included 

 

Equipment Needed: 

Lenses that cover the 300mm to 500mm range 

Shorter zoom lens like a 24-105mm for landscapes with the deer in them 

Tripod with a gimbal head 

2 cameras in case one breaks 

Good hiking shoes 

Rain gear (not likely but possibly needed) 

Warm clothes for cool mornings 

 
Figure 3 Check out these antlers! 



 

 

Weather at the Ranch 

 

The average November temperature is 73 and the  low is 53 degrees.  On average, 
there are 3 rainy days in November.  On Nov. 15, sunrise is 6:55 am and sunset is 5:39 
pm. 

 

 

 

Here are your accommodations while at the ranch. 

 

The inside of the commons area. 

 

 

 

 



Detailed Itinerary 
 

Nov. 15 

 

This is your travel day to the ranch.  Most will fly into the airport, rent a vehicle, and 
drive to the ranch.  We would like to have everyone at the ranch by 6pm.  We will have 
our first dinner at a local restaurant and then all other meals are at the ranch.  We will 
present a short program about what to expect and help you get your photo gear ready 
for the next morning. 

 

Nov. 16, 17, 18 

 

Early breakfast and then a full morning of deer photography. 

 

Noon:  Lunch at the camp 

 

1:30 Instruction Time 

 

 A full afternoon photographing the deer till dark and then dinner at the ranch 

 

Nov. 19 

 

Breakfast at the camp and then we help everyone with their departure 



 
Figure 4 There are plenty of doe deer too.  We like how these three lined up like this. 

  

 

Reserve Your Spot now by calling Dixie at 812-350-0799 to enroll! 

 

Payment: 

Full payment for your workshop is due three months before the start of the workshop.  Payment  can be 

made by check and made payable to:  Gerlach Nature Photography.  Mail check to John Gerlach/PO Box 

318/Island Park, ID  83429.  Call Dixie at (812) 350-0799 to use a credit card (3% fee applies for credit 

card use). 

A $1000 per-person deposit holds your space in this workshop. 

Refunds and Cancellation Policy 

If written Cancellation is Received: 

Cancellation Fee: 

90 days or prior:  100% refund minus the $100 cancellation fee and any fees we cannot recover like 

credit card charges (another reason to pay by check) 

89 to 61 days prior:  50% of trip fee  

60 days or less:  no refund unless we can refill your spot.  If we can refill your spot, then we only charge 

a $100 cancellation fee plus any charges that we paid and cannot recover 



We strongly suggest buying trip cancellation insurance to protect your investment. 

Getting to the Ranch 

Fly to San Antonio International Airport and rent a car.  The drive is 102 miles to the ranch via US 87.  It 

takes about 2 hours. 

Tipps Ranch Outfitters 
6695 FM 623 
Three Rivers, TX 78071 
(361) 319-0352 
 

 
Figure 5  Bucks sparring with each other is a common occurrence. 

 

 



 

 

What a wonderful way to spend the day photographing huge whitetail deer on the ranch. 

 



 

Spend hours with monster bucks like this one! 

 

We will try for sunrise and sunset with the bucks too! 



 

 

 

 

 

At times we find the deer jumping over the fences.  Since there are often several that are following each 
other, we can wait for the big bucks to jump the fence. 

 

This workshop is focused on photographing really big whitetail deer during the peak of the rut.  

These are magnificent animals that you will be thrilled to see and photograph!!!!  Here are a few more 
images. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

One afternoon a collared peccary posed for us 
too! 

 

 

 


