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Songbirdsat Our Water Drips
Island Park, ldaho

with John Gerlach and Dixie Calderone

Only 3 Participants!
August 27¢ Sept. 2,2023

Figurel Young American robins relish a dip in gfm®l. This is a pool made by usinglastic Jet Sled and then filling in the far
1/3 of it with gravelwhile alsousing flat stones to hide the plastic edges of the dl¢lden the bird is about to enter the water,
the dripping wateris turned offfrom the blind toobtain better reflection. We teach you how to easily and inexpensively do all of
this.

We love spending summer at home akitbw many of you woulthoroughlyenjoyit too. Our home is
on a mountain slope at 6600 feet. The aver&ggt. 1 highs 73 and the average low is34egrees.
Humidity is always low and that makesr weathertruly delightful. Our ten acreborder the national
forestandis the perfect place to summerOur property is alive with birdsho are attracted to our
sunflower seed feeders and water drips.



http://www.gerlachnaturephoto.com/

10 Reasons our Water Drips arexfific for Wildlife
Photography

1. Birds and mammals that neveisitour seed feedergxtensively useur dripping water pools.

Wildlife spend more time at the drips and that gives yoopletime to shoot numerous images.

3. In addition to photographing wildlife as they approach the water drip, you get opportunities to
photograph them bathing and sometimeatch nice reflections of them in the water pool.

4. Each day is a new adventure as the species often change from day doidiay late August
For example, one morning 3 western tanagers might visit doiprwhile the next morning five
I dzR dzo 2 Yy Q Znddwo Ndide &idd®re the stars.

5. Thelast week of Auguss a supekveek with lots of bird visitors just ariivg during the night
from the northas peak migration for songbirds happens then

6. Water works well because some small mamnaats attracted Yelow-pine chipmunks and red
squirrels are the likely visitors, but with some luck, yaight photograph thdongtailed weasel
who comes in for water at times.

7. Water draws numerous birds that do not comeseedswe can put out because they prefer

fruit andinsects, but theyare readily attracted wittiresh water.

No seed particleare present to clutter your water setups.

9. Photos of bathing birds are likely!

10. Peak action for migrant birds at the drips begin a little after suraresend 6:40amand runs for
acouple of hourgo 9:30am Our blinds at the drips are a shorminute walk from the house,
so easy to get toThough the drips in the woods slow down after 10:00am, our yard drips
remain active all dagnd are productive during the afternoon
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Figure2 A hermit thrush approaching the reflection pool.

The photography opportunities aienpressivé Birds are easy to photogragtt ourhomeand we often
shoot macros of wildflowers and butterflies in dunge sixcargarage Photographing inside our garage
with our macro studio setup lets wontrol the lightand backgroundsvhile avoidngwind that makesit



impossible to focus stack. That meaithe bird photography slows dowgpu can shoot higkquality
macroimages

We are only 17 miles from thevest gate of Yellowstone National Park that offers outstanding wildlife
and landscape photosWetake you orfield trips intoYellowstonea couple of timesn the afternoonto
photographwildlife and landscapes.

We have five bérooms, four bathrooms and plenty of space throughout our hor@air view is
amazing! The national forest begins 20 feet behind the house. Tosihetheast we look down oan 8-
square mildake, and to the norttihe Black Mountais tower into the sky Wildlife is amazingly
plentiful on our property.

We enjoy teaching small workshop groups and now we are offering a week with us fanreely
participants.

When this Tours Begins and Ends

We will pickyou up in Bozemaat the airport upon youarrival onthe first day On thelast day we will
have a continental breakfast, then go to Bozeman for your departure flight. If time permits (nobody is
flying out before 1pm) we will have a morning shoot before going to the airport.

WhatQa Ly Of dzZRSR

1. Each person il stay at our home in their own private bedrodr a total ofsix nights lodging
We havefour bathrooms Eachroomis assigned one of thepso you have your own

2. Weprovide transportationin our Ford Expedition as it easily cartfig® people in confort
along with photo gear for our dailyhoto trips This includes all field trips anicansportationto
and from Bozeman, MT.

3. We provide all meals (and shacks too) beginning diitineron the day we meeaind ending
with breakfaston the day we depart.This package include$7 meals Meals will be at local
restaurants when we are traveling or at our home and prepareDije Dixie is terrific in the
kitchen and Johenjoyscooking hamburgers, pork chops, steak, and chicken outside on the
barbeque

4. We spend at least a dozen hours a day helping you shoot wonderful photos and teaching you
how to master supsb photo techniques.

5. We have four water drip setups with excellent hides at each location.

What isnot Included:

1. Transportationfrom your home todBozeman and return.

2. Alcoholic drinks

3. Admission into Yellowstone National Park (most of you already héfetime or seasonal pass
anyway)

We are anxious to teach you how to shoot many wonderful photos on our property and nearby
Yellowstone National Plawhere we have a CUA authorization to conduct business.



We are seekinghree individualsvho wishto photograph small birds every morning and sometimes in

the afternoon too. Since many of the birds are migrants who arrived during the night, visit thi@ dri

the morning, and then depart the next evening, it is important to stay quiet in the blind and not make
any quick movements. Cameras that have an electronic shutter where the camera is completely silent
are best for this type of photography. Whilectd birds that live near your place and visit your seed
feeders get used to camera sounds, migrating bird who have never been in our yard, but hear the
dripping water and approach to drink and bathe are nervousy wxnusual sound or quick movement by
youwill flush them and theynight notreturn. Motionless, silent, and wellidden are the keys to

success. On some mornggve shoot2000 to3000 images and may have twenty different biais

more of several speciegsit the water drips

Here is the lisof birds that we have photographed at our Idaho drips. Wadlnot photograph all of
them, but you certainly will get to photograph quite a few of them.
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Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch

Chipping Sparrow
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Darkeyed Junco

White-crowned Sparrow
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Greentailed Towhee

Redwinged Blackbird

Brown-headed Cowbird
Orangecrowned Warbler

Nashville Warbler
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Common Yellowthroat

American Redstart

Rednaped Sapsucker

Hairy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Calliope Humminghbird
Broadtailed Hummingbird
Blackchinned Hummingbird
Rufous Hummingbird
Olivessided Flycatcher
Western WoodPewee
Dusky Flycatcher

Warbling Vireo
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Redeyed Vireo

Blackcapped Chickadee
Mountain Chickadee
Redbreasted Nuthatch
House Wren Yellow Warbler

Rubycrowned Kinglet Yelbw-rumped Warbler

Hermit Thrush 6! dzRdz0 2y Q& & dzo & LISOA !
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American Robin 2 AfazyQa 2 Nbf SNJ
Gray Catbird 1 Western Tanager

Cedar Waxwing

Evening Grosbeak
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Key Photo Skill¥ou WillLearn

9 This workshop is huge on learning bird photography photo skills!
9 How toskillfully use long lenses



Set excellenexposures fodPEG or RAWes quickly and easily
Understand the histogram and highlight alert

When to use the powerfuAuto ISGexposuremode

Use a tripod properlyvith the gimbal head

Shoot the sharpest images gsibleon a tripod

Focus precisely using manual focus or autofocus

Shoot perfectly exposed and sharp clesps every time

How to shoot adcus stack for the ultimate control over depth of field
How to proces$ocus stackedmageswith Helicon Focus
Usefront, side, back, and reflected ligtd best advantage
When and how to use the polarizing filter

Compose powerful compositions

Become an expeghootingwide-angle lenses

Strategies for using a mirrorless camera

How to select or build photo hides

How touse seed feeders and water drips

How to easily make a reflection pool

How to attract far more birds to your water setup

How to control the sound and motion of dripping water for best results
How and why to use custom shooting modes

How and why to customézcamera buttons and dials
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John and Dixie are avid photography instructei® readily share all their knowledgé/Nhile weteach
the ultimate photo skillyyou must master to shoot superb imageisey are not hardand everyone can
learn them. We will advance your photskillsconsiderably This goal is especially easy to achieve
because the group size is only 3 participamith two full-time instructors allowing us tgrovide
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Figure4 This wildflower i weed that grows in our garden, but it makes a fine clopesubject. We are using a photo
background and 3 LED lamps to light

Figure6 Using LED lamps indoors is a successful way to
photograph butterflies while creating pleasing light such as
the backlight used on this one

Figure5 Fritillary butterflies are likely subjexin our close
up photo sessions.




Image Review

Wereview your images brought from honamdthe images you shoot during the workshop. We do this
during the middle of the day when photo conditions are less desirattheornings and evenings are
reserved for photography. Bring 30 images from home to share with the group. Please load your
images (JPEG onlyn a jump drive GQve the drive to us We will load your images into the slide
program andeturn your jump driveASAP

Instructor Programs Presented
Programs we plan to present include:

9 Closeup Photography
I Landscape Photography
1  Wildlife Photography

Special Demonstrations to be fit intee scheduleinclude:

1 Focus stacking how to shoot the stack, process the images, and then stack tithrHelicon
Focus

I How to use tripods and their heads more effectively (we cover ballheadd/iamerley gimbal
heads)

9 Creating your own macro statioqequipment, background choices, lights, power packs

9 Creating your own drip pools

Participating in our nature photography workshoyitie perfectway totremendouslyimprove your
nature photography skillend learn about naturevhile enjoying the beautiful outdogr We teach
photographywith great passion and enjoytitemendously Be amazed at how much you learn!

Figure7 Sunset at Great Fountain Geyser Figure8 Rocky Mountain Parnassian butterfly



Figure9 Castle geyser erupts twice a dayisIhoteasy to Figure10 Chocolate Pots is a secretive hot spring fevk par
photograph due to the long *Rour eruption intervals, but visitors se, but you will!
when it does, you get 45 minutes to photograph the action.

TheWorkshop Schedule

We believe in taking our field trips at the time&&n photo conditions are besDrip photography of
birds is best the first couple hours of the morning and can be quite good at our yard drips during the
afternoon. We plan tphotographbirds then We also have macro stations sgt inside our huge
garageallowingyouto perfect yourmacro skills and we will take you on some afternoon field trips to
Yellowstone or other scenic locations. We have rldsh hummingbird stations set up on our covered
deckand all flash gear is provided he hummingbird stations ateest forthe last3 hours of the day.

About Yellowstone National Park

¢ KS ¢ 2 NEafofsh Park, niNtterbus thermals areas, waterfalls, and wildlife are protected within
the parks borders. John has lived next to Yellowstone since 1987aatet] more than 50 weeklong
photo tours inside the park over the decades. You are travdhg and Dixie who aggarkexperts.

We will monitor weather conditions and take you to super places that are perfect for the prevailing
weather conditions.



FigurellA chipping sparrow takes its bathonryard drip. While this species is not interested in birdseed, it sure loves coming
to water.

Transportation

All participants will travel with us in our new Ford Expediti@mivingonly one vehicle makes it much
easier to find parking at popular padestinations

Viewing your Digital Images

We use a highiesolution TV to view the images brought from home ahdtsn the workshop. Load the
images to share on a jump drive and givertito Dixie.

Working on Your Images

Most clients bring a laptop comput@nddownload images to the computer or external hard driveu
will have a desk in your room to work on imagésyou have several large capacity memory cards for
your camera, you can leave them on the caadsve hope tobe able to see your image

Meals

Sracks are always available. Breakfast will be gdtertographing the birds at our drips in the morning
¢ usually a little after 9:30 am. We will have breakfast snacks available before you take your seat in one
of our blinds.

Lunch will be at our homer at a restaurant should we be traveling thewe will enjoy éhner at the
best available restaurant when we are finished photographprgbably in West YellowstoneShould
we be home at sunset, then we will enjoy dinner at our hofRemember John likes grill!)
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Figure1l3We will photograph many thermal features during this workshop, including oaer@dvorites¢ Orange Spring
Mound.

Tuition
The fee for this comprehensive workshop i8@0. This includes:

Intensive photo instruction from John and Dixie

17 mealsbeginning with lunch orday one andending with breakfaston the last day
Pickupand return to Bozeman and aliransportation during the trip

c YAIAKGEA £ 2RIAyhmmeiniyounZivaws bedrgoRt 5 A EA SQa
SacksGalore

1 Use ofall our blinds, feeders, drip setupslash gear for hummingbirds
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Payment:

1 A $1000 peipersondepositholds your space in the workshop.
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